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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-34 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Specification Objections 

2. The specification is objected to because the following informalities: 
• "Java", cited in P. 59, Lines 18, 20, is a registered trademark 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claims are 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

5. In claims 1-16: as per claim 1 , "a programming interface", "a first group of 
services", "a second group of services", "a third group of services" are being 
cited; however, it appears that they would reasonably be interpreted by one of 
ordinary skill in the art as non-functional descriptive material per se. Mere 
arrangements or compilations of facts or data, without any functional 
interrelationship is not a process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter. Nonfunctional descriptive material that does not constitute a statutory 
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process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, and should be rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101. (See MPEP 2106.01(11)). 

IVIoreover, claims 2-16 are merely further recited as the programming 
interface/the specific group per se, thus, do not cure the deficiency of base claim 
1 , and also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as set forth above. 

6. In claims 17-22: as per claim 17, ''an application program interface", "a 
first group of services", "a second group of services", "a third group of services" 
are being cited; however, it appears that they would reasonably be interpreted by 
one of ordinary skill in the art as non-functional descriptive material per se. Mere 
arrangements or compilations of facts or data, without any functional 
interrelationship is not a process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter. Nonfunctional descriptive material that does not constitute a statutory 
process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, and should be rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101. (See.MPEP 2106.01(11)). 

Moreover, claims 18-22 are merely further recited as the application 
programming interface and the specific group per se, thus, do not cure the 
deficiency of base claim 17, and also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as set forth 
above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,854 
Art Unit: 2192 



Page 4 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102(e) 

7. The following is quotation of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) which form the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
states only if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Smith et al. (Pub. No. US 2003/0028685 A1 ) (hereinafter 'Smith') 

9. As to claim 1 , Smith discloses a programming interface embodied on one 
or more computer readable media, comprising: a first group of services related to 
generating graphical objects (i.e., P.11. System. Drawing-, P. 12 - 

System. Web. Ul)\ a second group of services related to formatting content (i.e., P. 
2, System.Runtim.Sericalization.Formatters] P. 10, Document Format 
Infomiation] P. 11, System.Runtime.Serialization.Formatters\ [0049]; [0065], 
Lines 7-16; [0077]); and a third group of services related to creating components 
of the graphical objects (i.e.. Fig. 3, element 202 - Client Application; [0048] - 
the client application namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul 
functionality; P. 13. Left-Col.. Lines 50-52; P. 14. Left-Col., Lines 17-19, Right- 
Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col.. Lines 20-22, Right-Col.. Lines 37-39; P. 16, 
Left-Col. Lines 24-27. Right-Col., Lines 5-8. 34-36). 
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10. As to claim 17, Smith discloses an application program interface 
embodied on one or more computer readable media, comprising: a first group of 
services related to generating graphical objects (i.e., P.1 1, System.Drawing; P. 
12 - System.Web.UI); a second group of services related to formatting content 
(i.e., P. 2, System.Runtim.Sericalization.Fqrmatiers; P. 10, Document Format 
Information; P. 11, System.Runtlme. Serialization. Formatters; [0049]; [0065], 
Lines 7-16; [0077]); and a third group of services related to creating components 
of the graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, element 202 - Client Application; [0048] - 
the client application namespace pertains to drav\/ing and client side Ul 
functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; P. 14, Left-Col., Lines 17-19, Right- 
Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20-22, Right-Col., Lines 37-39; P. 16, 
Left-Col. Lines 24-27, Right-Col., Lines 5-8, 34-36), wherein the first group of 
services, the second group of services and the third group of services share a 
common programming model (Fig. 3; [0023]; [0052], Lines 1-6). 

11. As to claim 23, Smith discloses a computer system including one or more 
microprocessors (Fig. 4, element 404 - Processing Unit; [0085], Lines 3-5) and 
one more software programs (Fig. 4, elements 428 - Application Programs, 430 - 
Program Modules, 432 - Program Data; [0091], Lines 4-5), the one or more 
software programs utilizing a interface (Fig. 2, element 142 - Application 
Program Interface; [0039], Lines 1-4) to request services from an operating 
system (Fig. 2, element 146(1) - Operating System), the services or 
programming interface including separate commands to request consisting of the 
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following groups of services: a first group of services for generating graphical 
objects (i.e., P.1 1 , System.Drawing; P. 12 - System.Web.UI); and a second 
group of services for creating components of the graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, 
element 202 - Client Application; [0048] - the client application namespace 
pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; 
P. 14, Left-Col., Lines 17-19, Right-Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20- 
22, Right-Col., Lines 37-39; P. 16, Left-Col. Lines 24-27. Right-Col., Lines 5-8, 
34-36), wherein the first group of services and the second group of services 
share a common programming model (Fig. 3; [0023]; [0052], Lines 1-6). 

12. As to claim 26, Smith discloses a method comprising: calling one or more 
first functions to facilitate generating graphical objects (i.e., P.1 1 , 
System.Drawing-, P. 12 - System. Web.UI); and a second group of services for 
creating components of the graphical objects (i.e.. Fig. 3, element 202 - Client 
Application; [0048] - the client application namespace pertains to drawing and 
client side Ul functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; P. 14, Left-Col., Lines 
17-19, Right-Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20-22, Right-Col., Lines 
37-39; P. 16, Left-Col. Lines 24-27, RightrCol., Lines 5-8, 34-36); calling one or 
more second functions to facilitate formatting content (i.e., P. 2, 
System.Runtim.Sericalization.Fomiatters; P. 10, Document Format Information; 
P. 11, System.Runtime.Serialization.Formatters; [0049]; [0065], Lines 7-16; 
[0077]), wherein the first functions and the second functions share a common 
programming model (Fig. 3; [0023]; [0052], Lines 1-6). 
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13. As to claim 30, Smith discloses a system comprising: means for exposing 
a first set of functions that enable generating graphical objects (i.e., P.1 1 , 
System. Drawing] P. 12 - System.Web.UI)\ and means for exposing a second set 
of functions that enable creating components of the graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, 
element 202 - Client Application; [0048] - the client application namespace 
pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; 
P. 14. Left-CoL, Lines 17-19. Right-Col.. Lines 18-20; P. 15. Left-CoL, Lines 20- 
22, Right-Col., Lines 37-39; P. 16, Left-CoL Lines 24-27, Right-CoL, Lines 5-8, 
34-36), wherein the components of the graphical objects include a plurality of 
geometric shapes ([0048] - the client applications namespace pertains to 
drawing and client side Ul functionality. It supplies types that enable drawing of 
two-dimensional, imaging, and printing, as well as the ability to construct window 
forms, menus, boxes, and so on), and wherein the first set of functions and the 
second set of functions share a corhmon programming model (Fig. 3; [0023]; 
[0052], Lines 1-6). 

14. As to claim 2, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services, the second group of 
services and the third group of services share a common programming model 
(Fig. 3; [0023]; [0052], Lines 1-6). 
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1 5. As to claims 3 (incorporating the rejection in claim 1 ) and 18 
(incorporating the rejection in claim 17), Smith discloses a programming interface 
and an application program interface (Fig. 2, element 142 - Application Program 
Interface; [0039], Lines 1-4) wherein the first group of services, the second group . 
of services and the third group of services utilize a common markup language 
(Fig. 2, element 204 - Data and XML; Fig. 3, element 204 - Data and XML; 
[0047], Lines 5-14; [0049], Lines 1-5; [0065], Lines 7-16). 

16. As to claim 4, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services, the second group of 
services and the third group of services share a common event system ([0045] - 
event handling; [0049], Lines 7-10; [0069]). 

17. As to claim 5, incorporating the rejection in claim 1, Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services, the second group of 
services and the third group of services share a common property definition 
system ([0049], Lines 7-10; [0075]; [0079], Lines 1-10). 

18. As to claim 6, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services, the second group of 
services and the third group of services share a common input paradigm ([0092], 
Lines 6-1 0; [0088], Lines 4-7; [0093], Lines 3-7). 
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19. As to claim 7, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services, the second group of 
services and the third group of services share a common system for nesting 
elements associated with a particular group of services within elements 
associated with another group of services (Fig. 3; [0052] through [0059). 

20. As to claim 8, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services includes a service that 
determines an appearance of the graphical objects ([0030], Lines 4-8 - HTML 
defines how elements are displayed). 

21. As to claim 9, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services includes a service that 
determines a behavior of the graphical objects ([0030], Lines 4-8 - XML is used 
for defining data element on a Web page). 

22. As to claim 10, incorporating the rejection in claim 1, Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services includes a service that 
detemriines an arrangement of the graphical objects ([0030], Lines 4-8 - HTML 
defines how elements are displayed). 

23. As to claim 1 1 , incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services includes a plurality of 
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nested elenfients that define the graphical objects (Fig. 3, element 312 - Ul; 
[0057]). 

24. As to claim 12, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 . Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the objects are comprised of one or more 
elements defined by vector graphical graphics ([0062] - vector graphics 
functionality). 

25. As to claims 13 (incorporating the rejection in claim 1 ) and 22 
(incorporating the rejection in claim 17), Smith discloses a programming interface 
and an application program interface wherein the first group of services can 
define window properties in a markup language without launching a new window 
([0061] - A windows forms namespace {"System.Windows.Forms") containing 
classes for creating Windows®-based client applications). 

26. As to claim 14, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the first group of services generates a user 
interface containing a plurality of graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, element 202 - 
Client Application; [0048] - the client application namespace pertains to drawing 
and client side Ul functionality; P. 13. Left-Col., Lines 50-52; P. 14, Left-Col., 
Lines 17-19, Right-Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20-22, Right-Col., 
Lines 37-39; P. 16, Left-Col. Lines 24-27, Right-CoL, Lines 5-8, 34-36), 
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27. As to claim 15, incorporating the rejection in claim 1 , Smith discloses a 
programming interface wherein the second group of services anranges the 
graphical objects ([0030], Lines 4-8 - HTML defines how elements are 
displayed). 

28. As to claim 16, incorporating the rejection in claim 1, Smith discloses a 
software architecture comprising the programming interface (Fig. 2; [0022]; 
[0044], Lines 1-30). 

29. As to claim 19, incorporating the rejection in claim 17, Smith discloses an 
application program interface wherein the third group of services includes 
services to generate geometric shapes ([0048] - the client applications 
namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality. It supplies types 
that enable drawing of two-dimensional, imaging, and printing, as well as the 
ability to construct window forms, menus, boxes, and so on). 

30. As to claim 20, incorporating the rejection in claim 17, Smith discloses an 
application program interface wherein the second group of services includes 
arranging a plurality of data elements ([0030], Lines 4-8 - XML is used for 
defining data element on a Web page). 



31. As to claim 21, incorporating the rejection in claim 17, Smith discloses an 
application program interface wherein the first group of services includes: a 
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service that determines an appearance of a graphical object ([0030], Lines 4-8 - 
HTML defines how elements are displayed); and a service that determines a 
behavior of the graphical object ([0030], Lines 4-8 - XML is used for defining 
data element on a Web page). 

32. As to claim 24, incorporating the rejection in claim 23, Smith discloses a 
computer system wherein the first group of services includes: a service for 
defining an appearance of the graphical objects ([0030], Lines 4-8 HTML 
defines how elements are displayed); and a service for defining an arrangement 
of the graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, element 202 - Client Application; [0048] - 
the client application namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul 
functionality; P. 13, Left-CoL. Lines 50^52; P. 14, Left-Col., Lines 17-19, Right- 
Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20-22. Right-CoL, Lines 37-39; P. 16. 
Left-Col. Lines 24-27, Right-Col., Lines 5-8. 34-36). 

33. As to claim 25, incorporating the rejection in claim 23, Smith discloses a 
computer system wherein the second group of services includes services to 
generate a plurality of geometric shapes ([0048] - the client applications 
namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality. It supplies types 
that enable drawing of two-dimensional, imaging, and printing, as well as the 
ability to construct window forms, menus, boxes, and so on). 
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34. As to claim 27, incorporating the rejection in claim 26, Smith discloses a 
method further including calling one or more third functions to facilitate creating 
components of the graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3, element 202 - Client 
Application; [0048] - the client application namespace pertains to drawing and 
client side Ul functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; P. 14, Left-Col.. Lines 
17-19, Right-Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col.. Lines 20-22, Right-CoL, Lines 
37-39; P. 16. Left-Col. Lines 24-27. Right-Col.. Lines 5-8. 34-36). 

35. As to claim 28. incorporating the rejection in claim 26, Smith discloses a 
method further including calling one or more third functions to facilitate 
generating geometric shapes ([0048] - the client applications namespace 
pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality. It supplies types that enable 
drawing of two-dimensional, imaging, and printing, as well as the ability to 
construct window forms, menus, boxes, and so on) contained in the graphical 
objects. 

36. As to claim 29, incorporating the rejection in claim 26, Smith discloses a 
method wherein the first functions facilitate: defining window properties in a 
markup language without launching a new window ([0061] - A windows forms 
namespace {" System. Windows.Forms'') containing classes for creating 
Windows®-based client applications); and generating a user interface containing 
a plurality of graphical objects (i.e., Fig. 3. element 202 - Client Application; 
[0048] - the client application namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul 
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functionality; P. 13, Left-Col., Lines 50-52; P. 14, Left-Col. , Lines 17-19, Right- 
Col., Lines 18-20; P. 15, Left-Col., Lines 20-22, Right-Col., Lines 37-39; P. 16, 
Left-Col. Lines 24-27, Right-Col., Lines 5-8, 34-36). 

37. As to clainfi 31, incorporating the rejection in claim 30, Smith discloses a 
system wherein the second set of functions further enable arrangement of the 
geometric shapes on a page to be rendered ([0048] - the client applications 
namespace pertains to drawing and client side Ul functionality. It supplies types 
that enable drawing of two-dimensional, imaging, and printing, as well as the 
ability to construct window forms, menus, boxes, and so on). 

38. As to claim 32, incorporating the rejection in claim 30, Smith discloses a 
system further comprising means for exposing a third set of functions that enable 
formatting content for display ([0030], Lines 4-8). 

39. As to claim 33, incorporating the rejection in claim 30, Smith discloses a 
system wherein the first set of functions and the second set of functions utilize a 
common marl^up language (Fig. 2, element 204 - Data and XML; Fig. 3, element 
204 - Data and XML; [0047], Lines 5-14; [0049], Lines 1-5; [0065], Lines 7-16). 

40. As to claim 34, incorporating the rejection in claim 30, Smith discloses a 
system wherein the first set of functions and the second set of functions share a 
common event system ([0045] - event handling; [0049], Lines 7-10; [0069]) and 
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a common property definition system ([0049], Lines 7-10; [0075]; [0079], Lines 1- 
10). 



Conclusion 

41 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Hejisberg et a!.. Application Program Interface for Network Software 
Platform (Pub. No. US 2003/01 721 96 A1 ) 

• Smith et al., Application Program Interface for Network Software Platform 
(Pub. No. US 2003/0167356 Al ) 

• Hejisberg et al.. Application Program Interface for Network Software 
Platfomn (Pub. No. US 2003/01 77282 Al ) 

• Smith et al., Application Program Interface for Network Software Platform 
(Pat. No. US 7,017,162 B2) 

• Desoli et al.. System and Method for Supporting Emulation of a Computer 
System Througfi Dynamic Code Caching and Transformation (Pub. No. 
US 2003/0101439 Al) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ben C. Wang whose telephone number is 
571-270-1240. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated inforrnation system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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